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AN ITALIAN VIEW OF THE BOER WAR. 
Bj, General Coirnf L UCHIXO DAL J‘ERfUE. 

~ 

Published in “ Ari[oz*n An falogin,” ]nniiary l e f h ,  1900. 

Translated by Colonel C. NEEDHAJI, Military Attache to the Embassy 
at  Rome. 

ON 11th January, 1900, three months had elapsed since the outbreak 
of hostilities between the Boers and English in South Africa, on the 
expiration of the ultimatum. At that time the English were still 
relegated to their own territory, which was overrun by the enemy in every 
direction. 

The  time has hardlx arrived to tell the story of military operations, 
when only telegraphic and frequently contradictory accounts have reached 
Europe, the only other information being derived from newspaper 
correspondents, who were all English, while the news from Pretoria was 
invariably scarce, and occasionally of such a nature as to raise grave 
doubts whether it was authentic. I t  may, however, be interesting to 
inquire how it happens that the well-organised British troops have not 
only been unable to gain any advantage over an  enemy who, however 
brave, were unprepared and inferior in numbers, but have been repeatedly 
defeated, and are now reduced to a standstill, after three months of hard 
fighting. 

At the outbreak of hostilities there were in Cape Colony, besides the 
regular English garrison, Colonial Volunteers, and mounted police. 
There were 3,000 men, chiefly Colonial Volunteers, at Iiimberley ; 1,500 
at  Mafeking ; and about 1,300 in Natal, including reinforcements arrived 
from India at  the end of September. Sir George White, an experienced 
general, who had been Commander-in-Chief in India, and subsequently 
employed at the War Office, was in command. 

In  the face of the sudden invasion of the Boers through the passes, 
which recalled their success in 1881, the English general might-and 
some say he should-have abandoned the advanced positions at Dundee 
and Ladysmith, and retired to the right bank of theTugela, there to await 
reinforcements from Europe. A careful study of the situation will, in 
course of time, reveal what would have been the best measures to take 
under the circumstances. At present, we may safely say that the Natal 
Government, embarrassed by the political consequences which would have 
ensued on the abandonment of territory to the enemy, were chiefly 
concerned in retaining possession of the coal mines at Dundee. Lady- 
smith, not to speak of local Government influence, was a camp of instruc- 
tion, a depbt and a base from which to organise an invasion of the 
Transvaal. It appeared unnecessary, at the beginning of the war, to 
sacrifice the position and the quantities of stores accumulated there. 
Resides which. they counted on the resistance the town could offer to a 
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CG4 A S  ITALIAN VIEI\' OF THE BOER IVAK. 

siege, and they were riglit, knoning the amount of provisions and 
amniunition it contained and tlie quGlity .of th6 troops entrusted with the 
defence : but they also countcd-and here they were wrong-on the 
inatlequatc military force of the Boers, and consequently on being able to 
relieve the town by a certain 'date ; that is to say, when the reinforce- 
ments 5hould have reached Durban by.sea;and have arrived at the Tugela 
by rail. So a stand wa,s madc at the adynncetl position at Dundce, and at  
Glencoe Junction, where there is a 'tiranch line from tlie l'ransvaal rail- 
way to Dundce. The  English made a 
brilliant attack on Talana Hill, defended by the Boers, who were coin- 
p e I M  to retreat. ' Tiiis was 'calle(1 a victory, but was not one in reality,;' 
for the English had veri  shortly to abandon the position they had taken; 
leaving their wounded in the hands of the beaten Boers! I t  was a 
temporary SUCCCSS, foIlowetI by an .unfortunate episode--a squadron of 
Hussars with four officers and ninety inen were taken prisoners. The  
nest day, the Slst, an action \,-as fought with the same bravery and tlie 
same results at Elandslaagte, a railway station two-thirds of the distance 
from Glencoe to Ladysmith. General French succeeded in holding the 
enemy;and covering the retirement of the advanced division into the 
town, but he suffered heavy loss. Generals \Vhite and Yule, with their 
two divisions, joined hands.at 1,atlysmith on the 25th. 

After t h e  two doubtful victories, the English sustained their first 
reverse on 30th October. Four and a half cornpanics of the Gloucestcr 
regiliwnt, six companies of the Irish Fusiliers, -and the 10th JIountnin 
Batter):, all under the command of Lieut.-Colonel Carlcton \\-ere sent from 
Indysniith to Nicholson's Nck, a distance of six miles, were surrounded 
by the Boers, nnd'compclled t o  lay down their arms. The number of 
prisoners is uncbrtain, but they were said to be nearly 1,000, including 
several officers. I t  seems evident, hoa.ever, that the primary cause of the 
disaster was a stampede among the battery mules, which were startled by 
the ,fall of sonic rocks during the night march. 'Ilie result was a general 
confusion, not only among the battery mules, but among those carrying 
rcscrw ammunition for thc infantry, and all got away, leaving thc men 
with onlf the round; they carried, and without any artillery. 

The disaster nihtlc n great impression in Ikgland, for very fen of'the 
dctachincnt were killed, and one-half w r e  taken prisoners. I t  \\-as an 
incentive to r&c\\-cd exertions. 

I n  this unfortunate state of affairs, General Sir Redvers Bullcr landed 
at Cape Town on 30th October. According to statements then madc, and 
still said to be accurate, he had a new plan of campaign, on lines con- 
verging towards the centre of the Free State, and would abandon the idea of 
relieving ICimberley and Ladysmith. The  three infantry divisions com- 
manded by Generals Lord' Methuen, Clery, and Gatacrc, and General 
Freneh*s cavalry division, .were to be cchelonncd on the line Dc Aar- 
Naau\\l,oort-Stormbcrg, making these towns the sccondary base for thcir 
thrce columns which \\-ere to march from their respective bases on the sea 
coast at Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, and East London.. This 'was a 
rrlti~nal scheme, which, while it allowed of ;i greater part of the available 

Here the first action uas fought. 
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AN ITALIAN ViE\\’ .OF THE HOER \’VXR. 665 

forces being employed’on the direct line of advance, mould have conipellrd 
the enemy to raise thc siege of the two towns and rally for the dcfence of 
tlie invaded Sfate. But the execution of the rational schcnie \<is not escn 
conimcnced, for.the first reinforcements arriving on. 9th November were 
sent to Durban antl hence to the Tugela, while o thek  follon-ed iir the +?me 
direction, until General Clery found himself in command of four brigades, 
or a force of ovcr 1G,000 men. 

Public opinion, both in thc Colony and in England, had insisted on a 
divergence into Natal for the relief of Ladysmith, where 12,000 English 
troops mere besieged, and now insisted on a divcrgence into the western 
field of action, for the relief of Iiii?ibcrley, the Diamond City, the abode of 
Cecil Rhodes, the man who from his financial enterprise in South Africa 
had been called the Napoleon of the Cqpe. 

So while Lord Mcthuen xas  sent to the Orange River wit11 tlic bcst 
troops, the Guards arid Highlanders, General Gatacre’s force in the ccxitre 
was reduced to barely half a division, quite inadequate for any advance in 
force. So many of .General French’s six cavalry regiments were. taken 
away, partly to assist Lord Methuen, and partlj. to Natal, that he n-as left 
with only five squadrons. Dificulties increased ; the war assumed a serious 
aspect ; the 5th Division was mobilised, and on 25th Kovc~nber~General 
Buller assumed personal command of the Eastern- force in Natal, where 
desperatc‘efforts were to be made for the relief of Ladysmith. 

XIcanwliile, Lord Methucn, having concentrated his forces on tllc 
Orange River, was to march northwards with -10,000 men and relieve 
ICimberley. On the 23rd, he fought a battle at  Belmont, and on the 25th 
another at  Graspan, two stations on the railway running from north to south 
along the western frontiers of the Orange Free State and the Trgnsvaal. 

In  both thcse engagcmcnts the English drove the Boers from their 
positions, and the latter, who Irere only about 3,000 strong, finding them- 
selves outnumbercd, pursued their usual tactics, and did ‘not attempt. to 
prolong a resistance which 11-ould have Icd to thcjr defeat, but retired from 
Belmont to the nest station sis miles awzy, antl from Graspan .to another, 
station on the AIodder River, from which it takes its name. There they 
receive’tl heavy reinforcements, and numbiring from 8,000 to ~ O , O O O  matlc a 
stubborn resistance to Lord ,AIcthu&n’s attack, ‘his division losing 500 
officers antl men tillcd or wounded. ?‘he general and his gallant troops 
remained in possession of the field. The  Boers,,as at Bclmont and ,at 
Graspari., had retired a few miles northward, still on the railway, and for 
the third time took up a position and entrenched themselves. 

The curtain rises on a sad ~vcek, the saddest week of the war, and one 
of the worst on record in our military history.” These were the words of the 
Kim, the most influeiitial I’iiglish paper, alluding to the days of Stormberg, 
Alagersfontein, and Colenso. At Stormberg, on the night of the 10th 
January, General Gatacre had sent froin Molterlo a detachment of his 
attenuated divisiqn, 2,200 strong, by railway to a place whence they were 
to march and surprise the enemy. But lack of reliable information, the 
ignorance or treachery of the guides who led the column, tlie ikariness 
of thc men, who were out of condition, and the absence of the most 
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666 AN ITALIAN VIEW OF T H ~  BOER d+Ak. 

elementary precautions on the line of march, all contributed to failure. 
The  English troops were exposed to heavy musketry fire as they were 
marching by fours through a mountain pass; some of them retired to 
Alolteno ; the remainder, over 600 men, with nine officers and two guns, 
fell into the hands of the Boers. 

On 12th November, Lord Jlethuen fought his fourth battle, but 
whereas at Uelmont, at Graspan, and at hlodder River, he had been able 
to bivouac on the field from which he had driven the Boers, he was now 
forced to retire defeated from Nagersfontein, with the losq of 1,000 men. 
Of the Highland Brigade alone 50 officers and 650 men were killed or 
wounded. But in spite of the defeat, there were very few prisoners, in 
contrast to the numbers at Nicholson’s Nek and Storniberg, and con- 
sequently at the ‘hge la  and at  Rennsburg. Many were the killed and 
severley wounded of those splendid Scotch battalions, of whom it may 
still be said, as by Napoleon, nearly a century ago, “ The English infantry 
are the finest in the world ; tortunately there arc not many of them ” ! 

‘The week did not end without a third disaster to the British arms in 
Natal, just when the Commander-in-Chief, in person, was to have inflicted 
a defeat on the  enemy, which would have compensated for previous 
reverses. On 15th November, Sir R. Buller led to the attack of the Boer 
position at  Colenso on the Tugela all the troops he had been collecting 
for a month, and preparing for the action which would lead to,the relief of 
Ladysmith. The  attack failed. I t  is said the English numbered 29,000 
and the Boers from 14,000 to 16,000, so that the latter were one-third 
inferior in numbers. According to their own account, the Boer losses were 
insignificant, while the English lost 1,100 killed, wounded, and missing, 
and eleven guns. The  battle of Colenso was the final action of the last 
three months in 1899. A lull  in the operations ensued, owing partly to 
the nccessity for the three defeated generals to collect their forces, 
repair damages. and await reinforcements, before continuing the advance, 
partly to the new order ef things, consequent on the English Government 
appointing Lord Roberts Commander-in-Chief, with Lord Kitchcner as 
his Chief of Staff. The 6th and 7th Divisions were -mobilised, and the 
8th warned for active service : regiments of Imperial Yeomanry were 
organised, the Militia battalions, and even the Volunteers, were called 
out, though the latter were only intended for home defence. 

The  stout English people, as might have been expected, were not 
downcast, but responded cheerfully to the Government appeal. 

IVhile they are preparing men and equipment in numbers never 
before collected in England for a foreign expedition, the time is suitable 
for reviewing past cvcnts, for enquiring into the reasons for what has 
happened, and for attempting to prophesy what may occur in the future. 
I t  is needless to discuss the well-worn question as to whether it was right 
or wrong to hold Ladysmith, for there are good arguments on both sides. 
Nor is it any wonder that the conimencement of the campaign was 
unfavourabk to the English; indeed, it \$as evident that such would be 
the case ; they \\ere inferior in numbers, and the base for supplying men, 
horses, and stores was 6,000 miles across the seas ; they could not e r ;x t  
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AN ITALIAN VIEW OF THE BOER WAR. 667 

to find themselves in a position to make way against the enemy, ’until 
after the arrival of fresh British troops, of horses, mules, guns, wagons, 
and provisions, of everything required by an army large or small, and 
wherever the seat of war may be. But what has surprised everyone, and 
none more than the English themselves, was the fact that when the 
reinforcements, which were generally expected to change the situation, did 
arrive, there was no change at all; indeed, things went from bad to 
worse. Before reinforcements began to arrive, on -30th October, the 
disaster at  Nicholson’s Nek had made ;I great impression on people in 
England, and had astonished all military men, who were accustomed to 
regard the English troops as so brave, that they could hardly imagine the 
possibility of 2,200 men in the open, in broad daylight, only a few miles 
from their ‘camp, surrendering to an enemy, or at  any rate not having 
made that enemy paid dearly for their temerity. It is not quite certain 
how this strange affair happened, nor is it known how, ten days before, 
during the retreat from Glencoe, a whole squadron of Hussars fell, almost 
intact, into the hands of the enemy. For the honour of the British arms, 
which has been maintained for centuries on many a battle-field in every 
part‘of the world, we must reserve judgment until the day when the War 
Office, according to invariable custom, publishes an  accurate statement of 
the facts. Jleanwhile, we may say, without fear of contradiction, that on 
20th and 30rh October, and again on loth December, a t  Stormberg, there 
must havo been, as there always has been, some lack of efficient 
scouting when on the march near the enemy ; and this, quite irrespective 
of the officer who had ordered the movement, and sent a detachment to 
carry it out. 

This lack of scouting, this neglect in reconnoitring the ground to 
the front and flanks of troops on the march, was all the more fatal, 
because the enemy, being natives of the country, were likely to be, snd in 
fact were, perfectly well informed as to the movements of the English ; 
their extraordinary mobility necessitated far more careful reconnaissance 
pushed as far as possible from the main body. 

I t  is needless to observe that this remarkable mobility xvas one of, 
and perhaps the principal, reason of the Boers’ successes, as want of 
mobility was the chief cause of the English disasters. The  Boers are all 
mounted, but this does not mean that they have large bodies of cavalry 
with all their various requirements, nor that they are’not first-rate infantry 
sharpshooters. Their wants are small, and the men are supplied by an  
arrangement of numerous wagons on the line of communications, while 
the horses feed on the grass which is to be found everywhere, and to 
which these little country-breds are accustomed. The  English, on the 
other hand, being scattered all over the country, find themselves with 
small detachments of cavalry, where they ought to be in force, with 
European horses unaccustomed to the climate and pasturage, and hence 
liable to fall sick ; they require large convoys for their provisions, they 
have many infantry battalions well organised and ivell led, but with endless 
requirements for men and officers, and, worst of all, they more slolvly, the 
reason being that the English soldier does not march fast, that he‘carries 
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666 AX I T A L I h '  WEN' OF THE IIOER \V,\k. 

vcry little, antl gruml)lcs a good deal at having to carry so much. The$ 
facts necessitate an enormous amount of transport, but the transport 
service lias not been previously organisetl for all divisions, antl certainly 
not for ;in army corps, bccausc tlic tr;insport was never mobiliscd in 
.the United Kingdom, in time of pcacc, the cainp at Al(lcrS1iot being 
permanent. To justify. the system, it is said that, according to the plncc 
in which war ~voultl be waged by the English, a special transport would 
be organised suital!le to thc country, the climate, and,other circumst;inccj. 

I his plan worked \vcll 'enough in small espcditions, of which the 
English had plenty in their vast Empire. No doubt it is easy enough to 
organisc transport for these in a very short time, even for the endless 
needs of the officers, ivho ;ire a l l  geritlenicn, and of the men, who enlist 
in the hope of living better than they can at lioine ; but it is a very 
different story when it has to be done for an army of 30,000, 50,000, or 
80,000 nien. 

And so the same tliiiig Iiappeiied to the English, but on a largcr 
sc;iIc, as happened to us in 1896 on the Ethiopian highlands, that is to 
say, as fast as men and guiis were sent out, numbers of horses, mules, and 
drivers. were despatched to 'the scat of \vat---only the English sent wagons, 
wlicrc we sent camels ; . but all this iv;is of no avail without previous 
organisation ; when all these supplies arrived at Cape Town and !>urban, 
weeks. \vcrc rcquirctl to put them in ordyr, and months passed before tlic 
transport b c p n  to work properly at the ar!Iuous task of supplying an nmiy 
in the field in country where there arc no local resourccs. 'The 
difference bet\vepn the English and Italian campaigns was that y e  had to 
organisc our  transport with pick animals working in a mountainous 
country, whcrc there \\'ere no roads, while the Ihglish were in a region 
tr;ivcrsed in every tlirectibn by roads ;ind even by railwajs. The.questior? 
of transport is of the grcntcst importance, for i t .  is inseparably conncctcd 
with that of mol)ility ; this latter is.esscntial to any probability of success. 
Im-gc I i u t n l x r s :  o f  troops, cvcii of the vcry best, arc not, enough to msurc ;L 
victory ; mcn and Irorscs inrist have their d;iily footl, they must havc;rc.ady 
to hand rcstmcs of ainmunition anti cIot!.:ng, forges, tools of cv'cry kind, 
dcpbts for onginccrs. Iiospitals, aiid commissariat. To give nil idea of tlic 
enormous number of \vagoiis arid ariinials required for transport pn the 
fighting line, we need only say that on 11th October, when hostilities 
brokc out, the War Office gave orders for the purchase of 20,000 
intiles and tlic construction of 800 wagons. This was only for 
the first four divisions despatched from England, not counting the 
rcquireincnts of local corps antl besiegctl forces, thc service on lincs of 
comniiiiiicatioti to be worked by own ,  and on tlic railways. 

Only a, sinall portion of tlicsc supplies hatl reached Cape Town when 
tlic troops for whom they were intended arrived, nor even when the 
5th Division .was inobilisctl, and tlic forination of the Gth -;-as ordered. 
Almost as much iiiorc hatl to lie ordcrcd iniinediatcly for the tlospatcli 
of the Sth, G t h ,  and i t h  Divisions, not to speak of what was ivalited 
for the Voliiiiteer corps and the contingents from Australia and 
Canada. \\'lien we remember that the transport for one division i n  

r .  
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A S  I T A L I A S  VIEW OF THE DOER WAR. 669 

South Africa employs 200 four-wheeled carts and 9,400 mules, we 
can imagine how the enormous difficulty in supplying a whole army 
SO far from home may influence the outcome of the war. In  this 
deplorable state of affairs consequences nhich might have been fore- 
seen ensued ; Lord I\Icthuen in the west, General Gatacre in the centre, 
and Sir Redvers Buller in Natal, a11 found their transport so inadequate 
that they \yere unable to leave the line of railway, for the railway supplied 
the troops, took the place, as far as possible, of the transport which should 
have worked on the roads, and was eventually used to carry detachments 
of troops and save them the fatigue of marching. The result of this 
clinging to the railway was that all the engagements, I\ ithout exception, 
uere fought near the stations. They took place consecutively at  Dundee- 
Glcncoe Junction, Elands Laagte, Ladysmith, Belmont, Nodder River, 
Stormberg, Magersfontein, Colenso. The minor actions were fought at 
Cliieveley (armoured train), Colesberg, Colesberg Junction, Dordrecht, and 
Rennsburg. \ 

Katurally, the Boer leaders, knowing the defects in their enemy’s 
transport, did not suppose, but knew for certain, that he must either 
follow the railway, or not leave it more than half n clay’s march, and 
return to it at night. Therefore, they were always on the wait for him, 
in well-chosen fortified positions, at  the stations. 

Here we may ask how the War Office i n  London or the Commander- 
in-Chief in Africa, ought to have, or could have, remedied this state of 
things. I t  is not easy to answer the question, for the remedy cannot 
be improvised. The  lack of mobility might be obviated by an increase 
iq the number of cavalry ; but cavalry require transport, and a good deal 
of it. Hence the idea of forming a mounted corps on the lines of that 
employed by the enemy-the mounted infantry. But it is not easy to 
foretell how it will answer; how the Volunteers and Imperial Yeomanry, 
however splendidly mounted at  the expense of the English aristocracy, 
may endure the hardships of war in a vast region totally unknown to 
them, fighting an invisible enemy, who is R first-rate marksman, is inured 
to fatigue, and ready to risk everything. One might suppose that the 
end woultl be better attained by corps raised in the Colony, both men 
and horses natives of the Colony. I t  has been a matter of surprise that 
recourse was not had to this expedient at the beginning of the war, for 
undoubtedly, as is now acknowledged, this is the best method of 
procuring troops ready for cavalry scouting, good marksmen, who know 
the country and are entirely independent of transport. 

It is not out of place to mention how, in 1896, when troops mere 
being continually sent to Eritrea, General Baratieri telegraphed one day 
to the Government that if they sent any more troops to Adagamus they 
~vould embarrass him greatly to find provisions for the whole expedi-‘ 
tionary force. Nor inust we forget that some months later, in the same 
year and in the same district, General Baldissera, with full powers to 
march to the relief of Adigrat whenever he chose, and with whatever 
force he considered sufficient, left hdi-CajC with only l G , O O O  men, when 
he might have taken 25,000. The  experienced leader knew that at  such 
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670 A S  I l h L I X N  VIESV OF T H E  IIOER IVAK. 

a distance from the base he would have the grcatest difficulty in feeding 
even 16,000 men, and he could not have moved had he not spent three 
weeks in collecting n sufficient number of days’ rations for the espedition. 
There were no railways on that plateau, not even a cart road, and all the 
supplies had to be carried on mules or camels, for eight or ten days’ 
march from the base. In South Africa it is quite possible to organise 
efficient transport for 3 whole army, even the mountain districts being 
traversed by a sys’teni of roads and railcnys. I t  is only a question of 
money and time, of prudent, patient study. We may imagine this will be 
the first care of Lord Kitchcner, the new Chief of the Staff, a master of 
the science of organising espeditions with long lines -of communication 
and of long duration. He knows that the final defeat of the Khalifa was 
due not so much to the valour of the troops as to the patient preparation 
of supplies all along the Nile and the railway which had been made for 
the purpose during a campaign which lasted two years and a half. 

There is &other difficulty to be overcome in the field-that of making 
the troops march long distances, and compelling the infantry soldier to 
carry his own baggage and at  least one day’s emergency ration. 

AS we have said before, the English soldier does not like marching, 
and carries little inore than his ammunition. The practice of making 
small expeditions, where there are abundant tneans of transport, has 
given rise to the belief that it is a mistake to overload the soldier. If in 
Continental Armies they are too heavily laden, in England they go to the 
opposite cstreme. One cm understand this to a certain estent in a 
country where everything _tends to comfort, not so much from effeminacy 
as from inveterate habit and a feeling of superiority over those who can- 
not obtain it ; but what one cannot understand, considering the physical 
education of the English, who are addicted to every kind of outdoor 
exercise, is the aversion, one may almost call it, to train infantry in 
making long marches on a rational system, which is one of the chief 
objects of commanding ofIicers in Continental Armies. 

A ten-mile march is considered in the English Army an average 
day’s work for infantry, while on the Continent they do from thirteen to 
fifteen. Imagine the position of a general in command of troops who 
march about ten miles a day, at the rate of two and a half miles per hour, 
when opposed to the Boers, who can do fire miles an hour, and who, day 
after day, can easily cover from tn-enty to twenty-five miles. Doubtless, it 
is hard upon any infantry to fight a mounted enemy, but when the infantry 
march slo\vly and carry little, the disadvantage is such as to prejudice any 
chance of success by rapid movements made independently of the 
railway. 

When General Gatacre wanted to surprise the Boer camp at Stormberg 
he put his men in a train, because he knew that if they went on foot, 
though i t  was a short march, they would not arrive in good fighting trjni. 

As he  could not send them all by train, he only sent 2,200-an 
inadequate number for such an enterprise. I n  fact, when they left the 
train, and had marched a few miles to attack the position, they were com- 
pelled to retire, leaving a third of the force upon the field. 
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If we have to seek the principal causes of failure, during- the first part 
of the campaign, in the organisation, it must be confessed there were also 
defects in the tactical scheme. The  bravery of the troops sometimes 
compensated for want of ability in their leaders, as, for instance. the 
gallant behaviour of Lord AIethuen’s Guards and Highlanders ; but we can- 
not but express surprise when we see battalions in column sent to attack 
the enemy in entrenched positions, in these days when we know so much 
about long-distance fire, both in peace-time and in u-ar, when the old 
order of deep formations has been abolished, whenever troops enter the 
zone of the enemy’s fire. We need not be military men to know that in 
such formations few of the defenders’ bullets go wide of the mark, and 
that one may often disable several men, whereas the enemy’s fire does little 
damage to a line advancing in the attack formation of the present day. 
Ztlagnificent troops like those that made the attack at  Modder River and 
Xigersfontein almost as though they were at a field-day, and left dozens 
of officers and hundreds of men upon the field, are not always available, 
and half a century after the Balaclava charge we may say “ C’esf i i~agnz~pre, 
miis re d e s f  pas la g i t e r r e  ! ” 

However much people in Italy may think and may say there are no 
rccrirninations in England as to the conduct of the war, one has only to 
read the most influential papers to be convinced of the fallacy of the 
statement. Only, the tendency is to throw the blame, not so much on the 
generals, as on the War Office, at  whose administrators abuse, sarcasm, 
and even invectives, are directed. Among many criticisms are those on 
rhe artillery, which many say is inferior in range and efficacy to the Boer 
guns. There is a very natural reply that the guns sent to the Cape 
belonged to field artillery, and as such could not be above a certain calibre, 
whereas the Boers brought fortress guns to the front, by rail, and these 
are naturally heavier and have a longer range. T o  oppose them, the 
English had recourse to their naval guns, which diJ escellent service. To 
do them justice, it must be confcssed that, with the exception of the 
unfortunate episode at the Tugela, when Colonel Long ri-ishly brought his 
guns within 700 yards of the Boer trenches, the English artillery well 
mounted, well served, and mobile, has done good work throughout 
this unfortunate campaign, and much heavier loss would have been 
suffered, but for its opportune action at the critical moment of an engage- 
ment. 

Having touched on organisation and tactics, we must turn to 
strcitegy..and say that the first mistake in scattering forces to obtain 
secondary ends over a theatre of war as vast as Central Europe‘ was 
probably due, not to the Commander-in-Chief, but to the influence of 
Government, either English or local, or both-that fatal influence of 
which we suffered the consequences in the war of 1805-9G, and which 

~ 

The distance from Cape Town to the northern boundary of the Transvaal is 
the same as that from the Pyrenees to  the Carpathian hIountains. France, 
Belgium, Holland, Switzerland, Upper Italy, and a great part of Germany and 
-Austria, could be placed on that vast territory in South Africa subject to England 
and the two Republics. 

2 s 2  
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had some share in the Spanish disasters during the war in Cuba. I t  
appears that this influence was brought to bear not only on the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, but also on his subordinates, if w e  are to believe a 
correspondent in General Gatacre’s camp, who wrote to the Times on 6th 
December:-“I have heard it whispered that the General may be 
induced to act against his own conviction. One thing is certain-that 
great pressure is brought to bear upon him by people who know nothing 
about military matters. Rut I hope he will be firm, and not advance 
until his cavalry are fit for work. Four days later,” says the military 
correspondent of the Times, “ that is, on 10th December, the disastrous 
attack on Stormberg was attempted, and we may presumably ascrihe that 
humiliating and unnecessary failure to the system of Tendering military 
operations subordinate to considerations of local policy, which have 
ruined the conduct of the campaign, and occasioned losses without 
attaining equivalent results.” 

All who read the telegrams arriving daily from London, from the 
Cape, and from Lourenqo Jlarques are asking “ How mill it  end ? ” I n  
October, belief in  the eventual success of England was unanimous. T h e  
disaster at Nicholson’s Nek did not shake public opinion as to the outcome 
of the war. I t  i n s  said, and everyone believed, that when reinforcements 
arrived the British forces would infallibly win the day ; but the reverses 
at Storniberg, hlagersfontein, and Colenso have somewhat shaken this 
belief. I t  is persistently said they will be victorious, but no one seems 
to be absolutely certain of it. Reliance is placed on the arrival of more 
reinforcements, on the formation of special corps of mounted Volunteers, 
but, above all, on the new Commander-in-Chief, the popular Lord Roberts, 
and on his talented Chief of the Staff, Lord Kitehener, fresh from his 
victories in the Sudan. This reliance is justifiable, and hopes will be 
fulfilled if a fresh start is made, if a rational plan of campaign is adopted, 
without scattering the forces; if the units of the transport service are 
placed in a condition to move independently of the railway ; if command- 
ing officers are compelled to employ their troops, not to display their 
bravery, which English officers surely have no occasion to prove, but in a 
manner rendered essential by the long-range fire of modern rifles. 

For all this, time is wanted-perhaps several months ; Lord Kitchener 
is reported to have said a year. He ought to know, as he took 
two and half years to beat the Dervishes, after waiting eleven years for 
the proper time to commence operations; he knows that it is to the 
advantage of the English to prolong the campaign until the summer, 
which is winter in South Africa, when the climate will suit them better, 
and there will be less pasturage for the Boer horses, which are the chief 
factor in their extreme mobility. ‘The Boers have their whole force in the 
field, and cannot, like the English, keep up for long the tremendous 
efforts by which this young nation of heroes is astonishing the world. 

Perhaps the last word may have to be said by the natives of Cape 
Colony. The  original Dutch, now British subjects, the “ Afrikanders,” 
may by their action decide the result of the struggle. 

JIeanmhile, fighting goes on in the centre, where General French, 
after a series of skilful manceuvres and some success at  Colesberg, 

So be it ! D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

M
cG

ill
 U

ni
ve

rs
ity

 L
ib

ra
ry

] 
at

 1
0:

27
 0

5 
Fe

br
ua

ry
 2

01
5 



AX ITALIAX VIEii-  OF THE IlOER WAR. 673 

sustained a slight reverse on 5th January. Four companies of the Siiffolk 
Regiment, sent by night to attack a position not far from their camp, 
were compelled to retire, leaving 150 nien and 7 offccrs prisoners. 

The  struggle is most intense round Ladysmith, where the brave 
garrison, after a ten ~veeks‘ siege, and after repulsing the repeated attacks 
of the enemy on the Gth, are every day especting the relieving force, a 
whole army corps of 30,000 nien with 1-10 guns concentrated on the 
Tugela, to march and deliver them from the surrounding Boers. The  
Times says, 8th January :-‘‘ I’atience has reached its utmost limit, when 
we think that only fifteen miles away there is a Iarge body of English 
troops, \vhicli seem to ‘absorb all the reinforcenients that arrive in South 
Africa, and yet are unable to relieve the Ladysmith garrison.” 

Even 
supposing the Boers rennin at their present nunibcr of 40,000 for those 
who are noiv called to arms will barely compensate for losses and 
sickness, it is reckoned the English Commander-in-Chief will have 
120,000 men under his cominand by 1st February. 

‘l’he following are the losses sustained by the British troops from the 
conimencemrnt of hostilities until 28th December. The  list has been 
carefully compiled by the Press Association i n  London :- 

Forthcoming events will assume ever-increasing importance. 

Total. I Officers. Men. I Losses. 

Killed . . . . .  ... 
Wounded’ . . . . . . . . .  
Yissing . . . . . . . . . . . .  

SS SS7 9GS 
9GS 3,079 3.546 
1 O i  0,SIS 0,9% 

. . . . . .  I 5,411 I Total ...I 456 6,953 
- I_ ~ - - ~  - 

These are the losses sustained by the English, who, after three months’ 
warfare, find themselves just where they m r e  at the commencement, and 
have even been compelled to retire; during this time they have done 
little damage to their enemy, n h o  encamp on and raid the territory of the 
British Crown. To these losses we must add those at  the sortie from 
AIafeking on 26th December (about 50 in all), those of General French 
0 1 1  5th January (217, including prisoners), those of General White at  
Ladysmith on Gth January, which are not known. Iire may espect many 
mare losses, for the war is not yet over between 40,000 Boers and the 
100,000 men England will have sent to South Africa to fight them, without 
being certain of the result. England, the greatest colonial Power in the 
world, who spends f;40,000,000 a year on Iier Fleet and .4rmy, has come to 
this ! 

Sir W. I;. Butler, who formerly conimanded the British troops at  the 
Cape, warned the Government that they would require 100,000 men to 
beat the Boers. The  Government removed him from his command. This 
is a serious matter for Xnisters who lightly undertake distant wars, and 
011 \rhom, more than on the generals, the responsibilitj- for failure rests. 

(7b coiifiiiiwd.) 
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